
Mr. Frickman    
Email: tfric210@colchesterct.org  
 

2019-2020 AP U.S. History Summer Assignment Instructions  
 
Google Classroom: I use Google classroom quite actively so it is essential that you sign up for the                  
class. I will announce events / updates / assignments / etc. on the classroom itself. I will also end up                    
providing the slides for each lesson so that you can access the info even if you miss class.  
 

Class Code: 1e68wa 
 
Part I. Read chapters 1-3 in The American Pageant 16th Ed., Kennedy (pages 1-61) 

● As you read through the text, you should be taking notes on what you learn. I do not have a 
specified or preferred style of note taking that you need to adhere to--I just want you to 
succeed. Work with whatever style is best for you. I say all this because: we will have 
random weekly “reading quizzes.” These reading quizzes are always closed book, open 
note--so take good notes!  

● Note taking is an essential and necessary skill in AP US History. While they are not 
necessarily collected for points, it is expected that ALL students take notes. This may 
include creating outlines, utilizing the Cornell method or any other strategy that suits your 
learning needs. Your notes should be present with you always during class.  

○ It is strongly discouraged that you utilize existing notes or reference material. 
○ While convenient and time saving, the clear majority of the learning takes place 

in doing the work for yourself – rather than relying on the work of others. 
○ Furthermore, handwriting notes, while old fashioned and much more time 

consuming, has typically yielded better results from students as it builds muscle 
memory and forces the student to more regularly ‘think’ and ‘evaluate’ which 
material is most vital to write down. Often typing and certainly ‘copy/paste’ note 
taking results in limited benefits to the user.  

■ U.S. History Historical Themes: As you read, look for examples from the 
book to illustrate the seven themes of United States History (BAGPIPE): 

● Beliefs Systems: Ideas, Beliefs and Culture 
● America and the World 
● Geography and Environment 
● Peopling 
● Identity 
● Politics and Power 
● Economy: Work, Exchange and Technology 

Part II: Read and answer the questions for the following readings from Portrait of America.  
● The American Holocaust: Columbus and Conquest of the New World 
● Were the Purtitans Puritanical?  
● From These Beginnings  

 
Have a great summer and I look forward to our journey through U.S. History! 
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U.S. History Historical Themes 

Identity: This theme focuses on the formation of both American national identity and group identities in U.S. 
history. Students should be able to explain how various identities, cultures, and values have been preserved or 
changed in different contexts of U.S. history, with special attention given to the formation of gender, class, racial, 
and ethnic identities. Students should be able to explain how these sub-identities have interacted with each 
other and with larger conceptions of American national identity. 
 
Work Exchange and Technology: This theme focuses on the development of American economies based on 
agriculture, commerce, and manufacturing. Students should examine ways that different economic and labor 
systems, technological innovations, and government policies have shaped American society. Students should 
explore the lives of working people and the relationships among social classes, racial and ethnic groups, and 
men and women, including the availability of land and labor, national and international economic developments, 
and the role of government support and regulation. 
 
Peopling: This theme focuses on why and how the various people who moved to, from, and within the United 
States adapted to their new social and physical environments. Students examine migration across borders and 
long distances, including the slave trade and internal migration, and how both newcomers and indigenous 
inhabitants transformed North America. The theme also illustrates how people responded when “borders 
crossed them.” Students explore the ideas, beliefs, traditions, technologies, religions, and gender roles that 
migrants/immigrants and annexed peoples brought with them, and the impact these factors had on both these 
peoples and on U.S. society. 
 
Politics and Power: Students should examine ongoing debates over the role of the state in society and its 
potential as an active agent for change. This includes mechanisms for creating, implementing, or limiting 
participation in the political process and the resulting social effects, as well as the changing relationships among 
the branches of the federal government and among national, state, and local governments. Students should trace 
efforts to define or gain access to individual rights and citizenship and survey the evolutions of tensions 
between liberty and authority in different periods of U.S. history. 
 
American and the World: In this theme, students should focus on the global context in which the United States 
originated and developed, as well as the influence of the U.S. on world affairs. Students should examine how 
various world actors (such as people, states, organizations, and companies) have competed for the territory and 
resources of the North American continent, influencing the development of both American and world societies 
and economies. Students should also investigate how American foreign policies and military actions have 
affected the rest of the world as well as social issues within the U.S. itself. 
 
Environment and Geography: This theme examines the role of environment, geography, and climate in both 
constraining and shaping human actions. Students should analyze the interaction between the environment and 
Americans in their efforts to survive and thrive. Students should also explore efforts to interpret, preserve, 
manage, or exploit natural and man-made environments, as well as the historical contexts within which 
interactions with the environment have taken place. 
 
Ideas, Beliefs and Culture: This theme explores the roles that ideas, beliefs, social mores, and creative 
expression have played in shaping the United States. Students should examine the development of aesthetic, 
moral, religious, scientific, and philosophical principles, and consider how these principles have affected 
individual and group actions. Students should analyze the interactions between beliefs and communities, 
economic values, and political movements, including attempts to change American society to align it with 
specific ideals. 

 



 
APUSH Film Review - Extra Credit  

Select three films from different time periods.  
Must be typed and single spaced 

 
 
Title of Film (Year Produced)  
Genre  
Director  
Main Actors  
Awards (nominations or wins)  
 
The Truth – Actual Historical Event or Time Period: Research the true history of the historical 
event, person(s), time period, or institution portrayed in the film. You may want to begin with a film 
review site for an overview of the film, but this site will NOT provide students with the historical 
background, or content needed, to complete the review assignment. For research, students should use 
print or online resources such as Hippocampus—excellent short videos!—at 
http://www.hippocampus.org.  
 
The Film: Plot: Write a synopsis, or summary (2-3 paragraphs), of the film. Make sure that your 
summary makes sense to a reader who does not know the movie. Do not refer to specific scenes and 
do not try to explain everything.  
 
You must also include the next items, but not as different parts (they may be included in your 
description of the story)  

● Place and time: Where does the action take place? When does the action take place? (present 
time, 19th century) Is the story chronological (according to the order of time) or flash back?  

● Background: society, country, kind of people (age, culture social class), historical time, etc.  
 
Comparison & Evaluation: To what extent is the film historically accurate? Identify specific 
accuracies and director’s liberties with the film. How has the film furthered student knowledge of the 
history portrayed?  
 
Provide an evaluation of the film. Give your opinion, but it must be more than “I liked it.” This is 
important as the reviewer can express the elements of the movie they enjoyed or disliked. However, 
as in all good journalism, the reviewer should also give impartial details, and allow the reader to make 
their own mind over an issue the reader liked or disliked. Opinions should be explained to allow the 
reader to determine whether they would agree with your opinion. 
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Possible Films (note some of the films carry an “R” rating)  
 
Colonial Era - Foundations of America (1492 – 1820s) 
The Crucible (1996) – Salem WitchTtrials; Puritans 18th Century  
Last of the Mohicans (1992) – French & Indian War  
1776 (1972)– musical about writing the Declaration  
The Patriot (2000) – Revolutionary War  
Jefferson in Paris (1995) – French Revolution, Sally Hemings 19th Century  
 
Jacksonian Democracy - Reconstruction (1824-1877)  
The Birth of a Nation (2016) – Nat Turner 
The Alamo (2004) – 1836 Battle of Texas  
Amistad (1997) – 1839 slave ship uprising and trial  
Revolution Roots (1977) - slavery  
Gone With The Wind (1939) – Antebellum and Civil War South  
Gods & Generals (2003) – rise and fall of Stonewall Jackson  
Gettysburg (1993) – decisive battle of the Civil War  
Glory (1989) – Civil War; African American regiment 54th Massachusetts  
Lincoln (2012) – President Lincoln & the Civil War 
Gangs of New York (2002) – Civil War era cities and immigrants  
 
Immigration & American Frontier (1800s) 
Tombstone (1993)– life in the old West  
Buffalo Soldiers (1997) – African Americans in the West  
Dances With Wolves (1990) –Civil War era relations with Native Americans  
Far & Away (1992) – Immigration and Western Expansion  
The Molly Maguires (1970) – 1876 coal miners’ strike 20th Century  
 
Early Twentieth Century (1900 – 1950)  
All Quiet on the Western Front (1930) – WWI fighting in Trenches  
Flyboys (2006) - U.S. Fighter pilots in WWI 
Iron Jawed Angles (2004) – Women’s movement  
Cinderella Man (2005) – Depression Era boxer  
Seabiscuit (2003) - Depression Era Horse Racing 
Grapes of Wrath (1940) – Depression in the Plains and California  
Tora, Tora, Tora (1970) – Pearl Harbor  
Pearl Harbor (2001) –World War II  
Band of Brothers (2001) – World War II, 101st Airborne  
The Pacific (2010) – World War II, Pacific theater  
Letter from Iwo Jima (2006) – WW II from the Japanese Perspective  
Flags of Our Fathers (2006) – American Soldiers who raised the flag on Iwo Jima  
Hacksaw Ridge (2016) - American Soldiers on Iwo Jima 
Schindler’s List (1993) – World War II, concentration camps  
Saving Private Ryan (1998) – World War II  
 
 
 
 



Cold War Era and Vietnam (1945-present) 
The Right Stuff (1983) – 1950s Cold War, beginning of space race  
Apollo 13 (1995) – Space Race, journey to the moon  
Hidden Figures (2016) -  African American Women Mathematicians Who Helped Win the Space Race 
October Sky (1999) – Post Sputnik; boy meets rocketry  
Dr. Strangelove (1964) – Cold War arms race  
The Majestic (2001) – McCarthyism; Hollywood blacklisting  
Pleasantville (1998) – 1950s America  
42 (2013)—Jackie Robinson & Civil Rights 
The Help (2012) – Civil Rights Movement 
Mississippi Burning (1998) – Civil Rights  
A Time to Kill (1996) – Civil Rights  
Thirteen Days (2000) – Cuban Missile Crisis  
JFK (1991) – Kennedy assassination  
Bobby (2006) – JFK’s younger brother  
Mississippi Burning (1986) – the murder of 3 civil rights workers  
Malcolm X (1992) – influential Black Nationalist leader  
Forrest Gump (1994) – various events 1950s through 1980s  
We Were Soldiers (2002) – Vietnam War  
Platoon (1986) –Vietnam War  
Good Morning Vietnam (1987) – Vietnam War  
All the President’s Men (1976) – Watergate  
Nixon (1995) – biography of President Richard M. Nixon  
The Post (2017) - Pentagon Papers and Nixon 
Argo (2012)—the Iranian hostage crisis of 1980  
Miracle (2004)—1980 Olympic Games  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


